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comments by thiru vempavai music by y.The Genius of Theophile Gautier [Classic Gautier Review] The Genius of Theophile Gautier (1804-1872) is a short story by the French author Théophile

Gautier. It tells the story of a group of French intellectuals and literary figures meeting at the home of Hector Berlioz. One of them, the painter Jean-Baptiste Regnart, dies early in the story,
causing a discussion as to whether the event is just a suicide or a murder committed by members of the group. Throughout the story, Gautier points out the character flaws of the intellectuals
and literary figures and reveals them as not being so much, as is often believed, the brains and so-called “geniuses” of society, but rather mere common people with their own faults. One of

the literary figures he singles out is the famous poet Charles Baudelaire. Gautier’s short story is a satire on the “geniuses” of society in 19th-century France and is largely based on the scandal
that occurred at the time of the meeting in Paris. It portrays the gathering as a ludicrous event, taking place in a seedy and relatively unknown (at least by most of the characters present in
the story) suburb of Paris. The wealthy and influential members of the society have to meet at the home of the composer, Hector Berlioz. Berlioz is in the habit of inviting only other musical

and literary people to his home and in this case, at least as far as we can tell, he does not invite any of the main artists in his inner circle. As a result, the night becomes a chance for the rich,
intellectually superior characters in the room (all of them “geniuses” in Gautier’s eyes) to show off and showcase their presumed brilliance, and to mock what they consider to be the “rubbish”

genius of the people around them. In this, Gautier seems to be satirising the poets, novelists and musicians of his time, and especially those of the Decadent
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