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While you do not need to download this software in order to follow along with this book, the following sections discuss the Photoshop interface and commands to help you understand the system. Understanding the Photoshop interface and tools Like most image-editing programs, Photoshop has a very user-friendly interface and provides a large number of tools that are easy to use. Because this book is aimed at beginners, the
following sections discuss the Photoshop interface and tools from this point of view, explaining the tools with a beginner's mind. In Figure 1-1, you see a document window loaded with a photo of a clock. Notice how you can scroll to view the different parts of the image. **Figure 1-1:** On the left of the Adobe Photoshop window are the usual menu buttons for controlling things like text, shapes, and brushes. The Windows menu

that appears in the top-right corner of the Photoshop window provides a number of tools that are used to work with different kinds of layers (see Figure 1-1). The following list describes the tools that appear on the Windows menu and the functions that are available from each tool: Toolbox: Provides tools for creating new layers and for layering elements or converting them to vector graphics. Layers: Lets you view, modify, hide, and
organize layers. Paths: Lets you fill or stroke shapes. Grid and Guides: You can customize the arrangement of these lines to help create guides, if you need to. Tools: Contains tools for modifying paths, masks, and other tools. The next few sections give you an overview of the different Photoshop tools. For in-depth information on each tool, check out the Help menu. Photoshop brushes Brushes are the most powerful tool in Photoshop

because they enable you to create a variety of special effects and artwork. Brushes are highly customizable and can be arranged in a hierarchical fashion, with different types of brushes assigned to different parts of your image. You can create a brush by simply selecting a tool, like Brush, from the Paint Bucket tool set and then clicking to add a color or a gradient to a new layer (see Figure 1-2). The brush settings are always stored
with your brushes. When you edit them, all brushes you use are saved with your document. **Figure 1-2:** A preview of a new brush and a corner of the Path tool selection window.
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A screenshot of the Elements version of Photoshop. What is Photoshop Elements? It is a free version of Photoshop that you can download on Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 10, Mac OS X, and other platforms. Elements is part of the Creative Cloud desktop suite, although it can also be downloaded without using the subscription. It is a complete tool for all the common graphic design, illustration, photography and multimedia
editing tasks. It’s useful for people who are not regular Photoshop users because it contains a simpler interface than Photoshop, and it contains many of the basic features. Please note that we will not describe how to install Elements since the installation process is very similar to Photoshop (both are downloadable as a single executable file). What is Photoshop Elements? The Photoshop Elements application contains all the features of
Photoshop and Photoshop CS. It was first launched in 2001. It includes all the features of both Elements and Photoshop. The following features are all included in Photoshop Elements: A powerful image editor that supports all the usual editing tasks, including the ability to add several layers to edit an image The ability to create, edit and use layers to change, color correct, and mask part of an image or remove certain objects from an
image A lightroom-like photo management application that lets you organize and use images as if they were in a digital photo album The ability to view, edit, and work with photos in various formats, including JPEG, JFIF and RAW The ability to print images with a low, medium or high quality The ability to edit videos and create animated GIFs The ability to create collections and slideshows of your edited photos A file and folder
organization system that lets you work with multiple image folders that contain images you edit and upload to your Web page A simple drawing tool that lets you create and edit illustrations A comprehensive DTP tool that lets you create and edit all kinds of documents like brochures, posters, greeting cards and books A basic web layout tool that lets you work on designing webpages A component library that allows you to drag and

drop common design elements such as fonts, text boxes, maps, forms, etc. to your design A basic stock photo database where you can search for stock photos online or purchase them from a catalog of uploaded images A basic drawing application that allows you to draw simple shapes, lines, 05a79cecff
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Brushes :- One of the most popular features is brush tools. There are two types of brushes: Regular brushes are used for erasing, painting, shading, and other traditional photo editing tasks. Brush presets contain brushes that are pre-set with different settings. You can also create your own custom brushes. Brushes work in a variety of ways. In the dropdown menu next to the brush, you can choose the following brush types: The regular
brushed can be set up to work in the following ways: Standard :- The brush moves freely and is not restricted to a specific dimension. You can paint on any horizontal or vertical area of an image by dragging. Standard brushes are easier and faster to use than other brush types. Paint :- This brush type allows you to paint a specific section of an image in both horizontal and vertical directions with the standard brush tool. Paint brushes
are useful for realistic and photo-based image editing. Eraser :- This brush allows you to erase the area of a stroke, burn in, or remove unwanted portions of an image. Smudge :- This brush tool spreads and smudges the stroke over an area. Pixel :- This brush tool enables you to draw a vector outline of any area of your image using the pixel brush tool. Pixel brushes can be used for creating polygons and shapes in an image. They are
usually used when you want to precisely outline an object such as a figure or something that can be easily identified in your image. Eraser :- This brush tool erases the area of a stroke, burn in, or remove unwanted portions of an image. Aproximate :- This brush allows you to paint with a bright or dark shade, according to the brush tool you are using. Elliptical :- This brush allows you to create a section of an image that closely
resembles an ellipse. You can either draw the ellipse through the brush tool or type out a specific area of the ellipse. The Pen tool allows you to draw a line or shape with any color you want. Unlike the regular brush tools, you use the pen tool to make precise, symmetrical lines that can be used to create shapes, such as circles and ellipses. The Pen tool is useful for creating basic shapes, such as lines, circles, squares, and triangles. You
can edit and create new shapes with the Pen tool. In the Brush tool, you can use any of the brush
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Color Filters allow you to add a color tint or a color transformation to an image without the need for a separate color overlay. With the help of an overlay layer, you can create a color filter layer that lets you change a specific color in an image. For example, you can create a filter layer to add a blue tint to an image. The Gradient tool allows you to paint a smooth transition between two colors. The Gradient tool also makes it possible to
control the angle at which the gradient is painted. You can use the Gradient tool to create gradient fills and linear or radial gradients. The Perspective Camera feature is used to create Perspective Photo Manipulations. Click inside the image window to activate it. Then, drag with the scroll bar to view other parts of the image. The Pathfinder is used to make a compound selection. First, select the area that you want to be included.
Then, click the Add to path icon in the Pathfinder panel and then, select the other area that you want to include. The path that you just created will then be added to the selection. The Puppet Warp tool allows you to stretch or distort an image and causes it to move and rotate in the direction that you drag. You can use the Puppet Warp tool to add the look of motion to an image that is still. The Puppet Warp tool is also used for
rotational transformations on images. Text can be imported or created using Photoshop's Text Editor tool. It is very useful to add text to images, making them look like they are handwritten. The Type tool allows you to add text to your images. The Type tool can be used to type or draw on the image. Type can also be used to automatically add various fonts to an image. The Undo and Redo tools are used to undo and redo operations.
You can also select multiple areas and then undo or redo all of the changes that you have made. This can be helpful when you want to change several small things, or just want to go back to an earlier point. # 1.8. Creating New Documents After you have learned some basics of how to make changes in your images, you can begin to create new documents. Adobe Photoshop enables you to add images to a new document. This way you
can create your own graphics files. The file
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System Requirements:

Windows 7 / 8 / 8.1 Mac OS X 10.7 or later Intel Core 2 Duo, AMD Athlon 64, or equivalent 4 GB RAM (Windows 7) 40 GB hard disk space (Windows 7) Linux or Mac OS X Intel Core 2 Duo, AMD Athlon 64, or equivalent 4 GB RAM (Linux) 40 GB hard disk space (Linux) You must install Java Runtime Environment 6 Update 30 or later to use the Java-based game client. You can experience the "random crashes
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