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but the walled city is much more than just a symbol of squalor. the city is a living testament to the
fact that hong kongs government is authoritarian, and that the chinese government is not, as most
people in the west would assume. the chinese government does not believe, with the americans,
that people have the right to live anywhere or do anything they want. the city has survived, and

indeed, thrived because it is one of the few areas where people have been able to do so, though for
many, their time is now over. my interest in the city was sparked by the job of photographing the

people living there, the people who had been there. i met many of them, some for the first time, and
developed a relationship with them. the first time i climbed the walled city walls it was, for me, the

beginning of my journey. i could see no path, and the wall seemed insurmountable, but the sense of
possibilities was immense. i could see, even if i could not yet imagine how. those who made it to the

roof - which was used by everyone - managed to find room to store their belongings. but the real
power and weakness of the system was its structural lack of intelligence. there were no handrails on
the walls, and you would never have got down if you had not known the way. if you fell from the roof
you would either land, breaking an ankle perhaps, or go through the foot-and-a-half gap between the

floors of a neighbouring block. and it was open, doors in the right way, to the outside. one could
emerge from the city and walk down to a local restaurant, wander a bit on the street and then

return. by day, by night or in the early morning, many did, drawn to the city by the humanity in its
streets and alleys.
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