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Police Story 4: First Strike (1996) .Image courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution US east coast 24
April, 2013 The giant claw of the newly discovered land crab Huayusaurus was used to grab and
hold its prey. The new species lived in what is now Argentina during the Middle Jurassic Period,
about 160 million years ago. The newly discovered fossil is of a juvenile and its bones are
exceptionally well preserved; over 70 percent of the original bone structures remain. The discovery
is significant not only because it is of a transitional fossil between marine and terrestrial locomotors,
but because it represents the first direct evidence of marine suspension feeding in the fossil record.
The anatomy of H. falcatus is representative of both marine and terrestrial crustaceans, according to
research published in the journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B. The different body regions of
H. falcatus bear implications for understanding the evolution of life in the seas, especially the
transition from an aquatic to a terrestrial mode of life. In fact, H. falcatus and other fossils from the
Middle Jurassic era are the only direct link between terrestrial and marine animals, showing that
marine animals in the Jurassic were rather diverse. "This animal is very important to our
understanding of life on land; it shows that there were early marine animals that were not
swimming. They were able to crawl on land, hunt, and sit on trees and bushes," said study author Dr.
Adalgisa Gasparini, from the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University. The crab's legs
were shortened to walk on land. Its body was compact and carried on strong legs, which were
covered by long thin spines. The wide claws were used to hold prey, and adapted for exploring,
scraping, digging, and even climbing. The study compared the finds to modern marine animals, such
as the horseshoe crab, as well as modern land crabs and lobsters, such as the colonial species
Megalancarus, and the Portunus, as well as water and air breathing lobsters and crabs. During the
time the fossil specimen was found, sea levels rose by 80-100 meters. This resulted in an increase of
shallows and more open water, which invited a proliferation of marine life. The researchers theorize
that one way of capturing prey through food capture was by means of suspension feeding. In this
method, an animal ingests plankton from the water column through its gills and then b
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